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M&G collects three gongs at The Trustnet Awards 2009, in Association with Capita
Trustnet Awards winners are announced 
5th December 2008, London: M&G, one of the UK’s largest active investors has won the ‘UK All companies’, ‘Sterling Corporate bond’ and the ‘Prestigious Group of the Year’ Awards at the 2009 Trustnet Awards in association with Capita. 
The award ceremony took place last night at Arts Club in Mayfair and other winners include Cazenove (Cazenove European) for Europe excluding UK; Baring Asset Management (Directional bond) in the Global bond sector; Neptune (Global Equity) Global Equity sector; SGAM (SG Core Alpha fund) for the Japan award; Martin Currie North American for the North American category; Blackrock won the specialist fund award for its Gold and General Fund; and Neil Woodford continued his impeccable career picking up the UK equity Income category for Invesco Perpetual High Income, just pipping the Artemis Income fund.

The Independent Financial adviser judges from the AFI panel voted for M&G as group of the year due to its excellent fund range which has performed well above average in a very difficult market.

First State Investments scooped two awards for best funds in the Asia Pacific excluding Japan and Global Emerging Markets categories, also having a great night following excellent recent fund performance.

The Trustnet Awards were designed in 2007 to reward performance through management in the Fund industry and continue their growth as a benchmark for retail fund management, and for the benefit of Trustnet's 250,000 users including financial advisers in the UK.

“In what has been a very difficult year, we are proud to acknowledge these outstanding achievers who have, through their great management techniques, battled these markets to prepare for the rebound. We hope that these awards will provide greater recognition to our winners in their respective fields as they continue to look to a much brighter future,” Mike Jones, Publishing Director, Trustnet and Financial Express.
Methodology;

Trustnet, a Financial Express company, highlighted 11 IMA sectors that it believes either has or will attract retail investor interest in the next 12 months

The methodology for each sector award to generate a shortlist is:

· Funds must have a Three Crown Rating from Financial Express, which can only be achieved through a combination of high alpha, low volatility, and consistency over three years

· Funds must be available to retail investors and have assets under management in excess of £100 million

· Performance over the 12 months to xxx is then considered as the final criteria

The shortlist of six funds for each sector was sent to the panellists of the Adviser Fund Index (AFI), who then choose the winner based not only on past performance, but also looking forward to estimate which funds may offer best value to the retail investor.

For the prestigious Group of the Year Award, panellists each nominated one group based on the criteria that it offered an excellent fund range and performance through management.

The AFI is made up of 18 leading independent financial advisers who specialise in fund advice, a full list and their company profiles can be found at www.trustnet.com/afi
*Winners list put here*

About Trustnet

Trustnet is the UK’s leading free and independent website for fund information and research, and is used mainly by financial advisers and investors. This unique service is dedicated to the promotion of funds in a consistent and familiar format, offering timely and practical data, factsheets, editorial and fund selection tools designed to help advisers and investors research and analyse the funds market. Trustnet is authorised and regulated by the FSA.

Visit www.trustnet.com for more details.
