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FINANCIAL EXPRESS ANNOUNCES LATEST CROWN RATING RESULTS
JP Morgan and Jupiter Japan Income funds outperform current market

DATE, London: Financial Express, the main provider of fund data and website solutions to the UK financial sector today announces the latest fund ratings, naming JP Morgan, WAY Octopus Cautious Total Return and Jupiter Japan Income as the highest performers under its Crown Ratings system.
The Financial Express Crown Ratings are a quant-based ratings system designed to highlight funds that have had superior, consistent performance in relation to risk, relative to their peer groups, the fund sectors as defined by the IMA and the ABI.

Michael Holland, CEO Financial Express says ‘In this current financial climate, there are still attractive opportunities for investors. It is positive to see there are a number of funds still substantially outperforming the market and rightfully deserve our top Three Crown Rating.’


The ratings are compiled using three key measurements of a fund's performance - alpha, volatility and consistency. Highlights from this latest round of ratings include:

The JP Morgan Cautious Total Return fund achieved the maximum Three Crown rating in its first eligible season.  The funds high alpha is the main component driving its top rating. The fund has returned 8.83% over the three years to the end of September, impressive compared to the sector’s return of -0.74% over the same period.

The WAY Octopus Cautious Portfolio fund, also in its first eligible season, gained the highest rating of Three Crowns.  The fund beat the sector index by over 16% over the last three years, without displaying above average volatility.
The Jupiter Japan Income fund and the Neptune Quarterly Income fund both marked their crown rating debuts this season by obtaining the highest Three Crown rating.  Both funds out performed their sectors over the previous three years and generated high levels of alpha to earn the top rating.

The Investec UK Alpha fund loses two crowns down to one from three.  Both volatility and alpha scores fell dramatically, showing just how hard it is to maintain performance in worsening market conditions.

The SVM Continental Europe fund was also demoted to the rank of One Crown, scoring badly over all three components of the rating.

The GAM North American Growth fund returned -0.63% over the last three years putting it in the top 10% of its sector.  Although it still made a loss, it performed significantly better than the sector which returned -8.07% over the same period.  The funds reduced loses and lower than average volatility have seen it climb form being a One Crown rated fund to being a Three Crown rated fund.

Several funds achieved one crown in their first eligible season.  The most notable of which were the M&G North American Value fund, SWIP Corporate Bond Plus, CF Techinvest Special Situations and Investment Solutions Select UK Equit
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About Financial Express

Financial Express is the largest distributor of fund data in the UK, and is the main or sole supplier of data to many of the leading data vendors, including Bloomberg, Telekurs.  Financial Express also provides data and web based fund analysis products to the UK’s leading fund supermarkets, life and wrap platforms, product providers, financial advisers and networks, software houses, financial portals and private investors.

Financial Express offers value added services that is more than just data. It includes independent research, analysis and fund information:

· Trustnet, the UK’s leading fund information and research website; over 3 million page impressions per month. 

· Analytics, the first online independent snapshot of the fund market and research, is overwhelmingly utilised by asset management groups  e.g. Jupiter, Schroeders, Cazenove, Lion Trust, Barings.

· Investegate, the most comprehensive online source of real time company announcements, allow the user to search by company, market sector, announcement type, market code or keyword, as well as regulatory news and information from non-regulatory providers.
